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Mrs Ebdon

Dear Parents, Carers, and Friends of St Francis,
Welcome back to a brand-new academic year! I hope you
all had a wonderful and relaxing summer break. A
particularly warm welcome goes to our new families
joining the St Francis community, and to our new children
in Early Years, who are settling in so beautifully. To all our
returning families, it is fantastic to see you again and to
feel the vibrant energy across the school once more.
This year has started a new chapter for St Francis as we
have joined Kent Catholic Schools Partnership. We’re  
excited to be joining our Catholic brothers and sisters
across Kent, becoming part of a growing community.
I must start the year by giving a special mention to our
Year 6 pupils, who have now started their final year at St
Francis. Also big thank you to them for reverently leading
our whole school community at St Francis in celebrating
our very special St Francis Mass! Together, we reflected
on the Parable of the Tenants (Matthew 21:33–43),
reminding us to nurture the gifts God gives us and
produce good fruit in our lives. Inspired by the readings
and the example of Saint Francis, we were called to live
in humility, walk as "children of the light," care for
creation, and act as instruments of peace. It was a
wonderful celebration for our entire school family to
come together, pray, and give thanks as we look forward
to the new academic year ahead. Well done, Year 6!
I would also like to express a huge, heartfelt thank you to
our wonderful site manager, who spent much of the
summer working tirelessly to build an amazing new
outdoor space for our youngest children. The area is
absolutely fantastic and is already bringing so much joy,
curiosity, and learning to our early years pupils.
Thank you, too, to all our parents and carers for your
patience and support as we transitioned to our new
ordering system for school dinners. Your help in adapting
so smoothly to this change is greatly appreciated.
 As a Catholic community, we ground our work in care,
kindness, and service to others. 

Over the past few weeks, our classes have been
engaging in wonderful projects linked to Catholic
Social Teaching, focusing particularly on the Option
for the Poor. The children have shown great
empathy and thoughtful reflection throughout. In
this same spirit, a sincere thank you to everyone
for your generous donations towards our Harvest
Festival—your kindness will make a real
difference to local families in need.
It was also wonderful to see so many of you at our
recent Parents' Evening. Thank you for taking the
time to meet with teachers and discuss your
children’s learning; strong partnerships between
home and school are at the heart of everything we
do.
Looking ahead, we have a year packed full of
learning, growth, and exciting adventures. Thank
you as always for your ongoing support, dedication,
and partnership.
Wishing you all a happy and blessed term ahead.
Warmest regards,

Dear Lord,
Thank you for bringing us safely together to begin a
new school year at St Francis.
We ask You to bless our whole school family—our
new children and families joining us, our staff, and all
who help our school flourish.
Help us to follow the example of Saint Francis: to live
in humility, walk as children of the light, care for Your
creation, and be instruments of peace in all that we
do.
Guide our hearts to care for one another, especially
those most in need, and give us the grace to produce
good fruit in our learning, our friendships, and our
daily lives.
Amen.



The Kent Catholic  Schools’ Partnership was created in
2012, at the request of the Archdiocese of Southwark, to

support and further develop Catholic education in Kent. We
currently have 33 schools in the partnership, 28 primaries

and 5 secondaries. Our school are situated across Kent and
Medway, and they each aim to offer excellent education

with a distinctive Catholic ethos: with Christ at our heart,
we strive together to ensure that our schools offer an
ambitious education and curriculum for all, with a firm

focus on the provision of excellent teaching and learning, to
ensure that the potential of each and every one of our

young people in our schools is fulfilled, whatever their need.

Primary Schools

Secondary Schools

office@kcsp.org.uk

01622 232662
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Monday 2  Novembernd

Monday 16  Novth

Mon 16  Nov - Thurs 19  Novth th

Friday 20  Novemberth

Wed 25  Novth

Monday 30  Novemberth

Wednesday 2  Decembernd

Friday 4  Decemberth

Thursday 10  Decemberth

Friday 11  Decemberth

Friday 11  Decemberth

Friday 11  Decemberth

Friday 11  Decemberth

Tuesday 15  Decemberth

Friday 18  Decemberth

Friday 18  Decemberth

Start of Term 2
Odd Socks Day
Anti- Bullying Week
Staff Development Day - No pupils in school
Junior Advent Assembly
St Andrews Day
Year 4 Anglo Saxon Day
PTA non-uniform Day
Christmas Dinner 
Christmas Jumper Day
iRock Concert - 9am - 10am
KS1/FS Christmas Disco - 3.30pm - 4.30pm
KS2 Christmas Disco KS2 - 5pm - 6pm
Infant Nativity 2pm - 3pm
Deadline for Bikeability consent letters
End of term 2

Term 2

Term 3

Monday 4  Januaryth

Monday 4  Januaryth

Friday 8  Januaryth

Friday 22  Januarynd

Monday 25  Januaryth

Thursday 28  Januaryth

Tuesday 9  Februaryth

Wednesday 10  Februaryth

Wednesday 10  Februaryth

Thursday 11  February th

Friday 12  Febrauryth

Christmas Break - Monday 21st December 2026 - Friday 1st January 2027
Start of Term 3
Year 6 Bikeability starts
Year 5 - WW1 VR Day
Staff Development Day - No pupils in school
Start of Diversity Week
International Fair
Internet Safety Day
Ash Wednesday
Parents Evening 3.40pm - 6.30pm
Parents Evening 4.30pm - 7.30pm
End of Term 3

Half Term- Monday 15th February 2027 - Friday 19  February 2027th

Term 4 Monday 22  Februarynd

Friday 25  March th
Staff Development Day - No pupils in school
End of term 4

Half Term- Friday 26  March 2027 - Friday 9  April  2027th th

No After School Club Friday 18  December th



Attendance Days Absent Our View

Above 99% 2 days or
fewer

Excellent

97–99% Fewer than
5 days

Good –
Thrive Under
Five

95–96.9% Around 9
days

Below
Expectation

90–94.9% 13–18 days Poor

 Below 90% More than
19 days

Persistent
Absence

Condition
Should my
child attend
school?

Guidance

Mild cold or
cough

✅ Yes
Children with a mild cold or
cough should attend school.
Encourage good hand hygiene

d id i if d d

Sore throat ✅ Yes
Most sore throats do not
require time off school. Ensure
your child drinks plenty of
fl id

Anxiety or
worries about
school

✅ Yes

It is common for children to
feel anxious at times.
Attending school usually helps,
and we encourage families to

k d

Conjunctivitis ✅ Yes
Children can usually attend
school. Encourage regular
hand washing and avoid

bbi h

Head lice ✅ Yes
Children do not need to stay at
home. Hair should be treated
with an appropriate

COVID-19 (mild
cold-like
symptoms)

✅ Yes
Children can usually continue
attending school if they feel
well enough.

Attendance
This year, we are introducing our attendance initiative,

"Thrive Under Five", encouraging every child to miss no more
than five days of school during the academic year wherever

possible.
Every lesson matters. Learning is carefully planned so that

each day builds on the one before. Missing school means
children can miss important learning, experiences and

opportunities that are difficult to replace.
Why attendance matters

Children who attend school regularly are more likely to:
achieve higher academic outcomes;

develop stronger friendships and social skills;
build confidence and resilience;

experience greater wellbeing; and
be better prepared for the next stage of their education

and future life.

Our attendance expectations
The expectation is that every child attends every session,

every day, unless they are genuinely too unwell to attend or
there are exceptional circumstances.

We will continue to monitor attendance throughout the year
using the following attendance bands:

If you fall below” Thrive Under Five” you will receive a
letter, explaining what happens next.



ONON  
WHAT’S 

A New lunch menu is
coming out next

term and it looks
delicious -

remember to order
your child’s lunch
before 8am in the

morning.



Prayer and Liturgy
To celebrate October as the month of the Holy

Rosary, our RE team began by leading the rosary
online with the rest of the school.

The Mini Vinnies would like to say a huge thank you to
everyone who contributed to our Harvest appeal this

year. It was a huge success and we know that this will
be very gratefully received. Please remember to reach
out to us if you or anyone you know would benefit from

the Salvation Army Food Bank.

On Monday 5th October we celebrated the feast day
of our school saint, St Francis (4th October). We
thoroughly enjoyed coming together as a school

community to participate in a mass where the children
read, reflected and sang so beautifully. Thank you to Fr

Stephen and the Year 6 children who led us in the
celebration and all those parents who were able to
join us. Later in the day,each year group was given a

different challenge to live like St Francis and become
stewards of the Earth: Reception & Year 1 – Care for

God’s Creatures, Year 2 – Reduce Litter,Year 3 – Save
Water, Year 4 – Reduce Waste, Year 5 – Save Energy,

Year 6 – Make a Difference

Our Year 6 pupils recently enjoyed a truly special
experience working closely with Canon John and Father
Steven for our intimate class Masses. Held right inside

our classrooms, these small gatherings offered a
wonderfully personal environment for the children to

deepen their faith and connection with our clergy.
Before celebrating Mass together, the pupils had the

unique opportunity to ask Canon John and Father Steven
about their lives, journeys, and experiences, sparking

engaging and thoughtful conversations. It was a
memorable, heartwarming morning that allowed our

Year 6 children to ask meaningful questions, learn more
about their spiritual leaders, and share in a beautifully

prayerful celebration together. 



Fidget sale - £129

second hand 
uniform sale- £213

Money raised



Year 2

EYFS Year 1
We’ve had a wonderful start to Term 1! The children have
settled in brilliantly, embracing school life and already
learning so much. They’ve made fantastic progress in
phonics and are thoroughly enjoying practicing with

their home reading books.
This term, EYFS experienced their very first Mass, sitting

beautifully during our St. Francis Feast Day and
participating reverently in our whole school Rosary. We

also celebrated this by making bird feeders for our
prayer garden. We were also fortunate to welcome

Father Stephen for a visit, where the children asked
some thoughtful questions about his work. 

Also, to celebrate the Harvest Festival, we focused on
the story of The Little Red Hen and had great fun making

our own bread rolls!

The children have made a fantastic start to Year 1 and have
settled into their new classroom routines brilliantly. 

This term, we were delighted to welcome Father Stephen,
who taught us all about his role and the day-to-day life of

the church. 
Another major highlight was our school trip to Brogdale
Farm! We learnt all about apples and how to make apple

juice. The children behaved impeccably throughout the day,
and a wonderful time was had by all. 

Year 2 thoroughly enjoyed their visit Brogdale Farm on the
22nd September. We picked apples, cut them up and made

apple juice as well as learning a lot about apple farms and 



Year 4Year 3

Year 6

Year 5

Our Year 6 pupils had a fantastic time visiting St Simon
Stock to make use of their wonderful cooking facilities! The
children rolled up their sleeves and put their baking skills to
the test, measuring out flour, butter, sugar, milk, and eggs
to craft delicious traditional English scones. From rubbing
the butter into fine breadcrumbs to carefully rolling and

cutting out their dough, everyone got hands-on experience
in the kitchen.

After watching their creations bake to a beautiful golden
brown in the ovens, the pupils got to enjoy the best part of
the day—tasting their freshly baked treats straight from
the tray! It was a fun-filled, hands-on learning experience,
and we are so proud of our budding young chefs for their

enthusiasm and great teamwork throughout the visit.

There has been plenty of musical excitement in Year 3 this
term as the children have picked up the ukulele for the

very first time! 
Starting a new instrument in Key Stage 2 is a major

milestone, and the children have embraced the challenge
with great enthusiasm. We began by learning the anatomy

of the ukulele—discovering the headstock, fretboard,
and body—and practiced holding the instrument with

proper posture. 

"I like learning tunes on the ukulele, and I really like
playing songs with the C major chord!"

— George, Year 3

Year 5 have been learning about reproduction in our
Science lessons, in the topic Living Things and their

Habitats. 

Our enquiry has been to see which environments allows
potatoes, which are tubers, to shoot and flourish. 

We selected places for our potatoes (some of which
are given names) and monitor them regularly to see

their progress. 

Where would you put yours? 

Year 4 had the
opportunity to take

part in  the first
KCSP Mass of the
academic year at

Aylesford Priory. It
was lovely to meet
children from other
schools within our

academy. Aylesford
Priory provided a

wonderful backdrop
for us to share our
prayers and hopes

for the coming year .



our
community

Roman took part in the Karate World
Championship Tournament over the
weekend of 10th-11th October 2026,

which hosted over a 1000
participants across 30 different

countries…Roman did extremely well
and came away with a Bronze Medal
🥉 in his category 7-8 years 3rd Kyu

and above. Roman is officially a
WORLD CHAMPION and we could not
be more proud of him. After 3 and a

half year in Karate, this is an
incredible accomplishment.

Huge congratulations to Grace, who has successfully
auditioned for the Central School of Ballet's Junior

Associate Programme, with classes kicking off in late
October!

Adding to her fantastic achievement, Grace has also
been offered a place on The Royal Ballet School's online
Junior Associate Programme, alongside a spot on their

short waiting list for in-person lessons. We are
immensely proud of her hard work and dedication to

dance—well done, Grace!









sen@stfranciscat
holicprimary.com

01622 771540

If you need any help feel
free to contact me.

Hello! My name is Mrs Neill, I am the Special
Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) at St
Francis. My role is to oversee the support of
children with additional needs, ensuring they
receive the right help to thrive and succeed. 

I work closely with staff, parents, and external
professionals to create an inclusive and supportive

learning environment for every child.

Get support from the 

SEND Enquiries Hub

If you have questions about SEND support in Kent, the
SEND Enquiries Hub is there to help.

You can contact the team via the online form here:
Contact the SEND Enquiries Hub - Kent County Council
(no account needed – just click ‘continue without an

account’), let them know how you’d prefer to be
contacted, and the best time to reach you.

Or their contact centre is available Monday to Friday,
9am–5pm on 03000 41 99 94.

Meet the team 

Mrs Edwards

SEN assistant
EAL Lead

Speech and language
teacher

Mrs Stigle

Emmaus Teacher

Mrs Hanlon

Learning Mentor

Sometimes children need a little more support to help them
access their learning or other aspects of the school day. Most

of this support is organised by your child’s class teacher.
Sometimes children need a more specialist support. At St
Francis we have a dedicated team providing this support

based within our Emmaus provision. 

We aim for Inclusion to be at the heart of everything we do.
Ensuring we provide a welcoming environment that provides

children with everything they need to succeed. 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/contact-the-send-enquiries-hub
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities
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