St Francis Catholic Primary School[image: ]
Queen’s Rd, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0LB.
Email: generalenquiries@stfranciscatholicprimary.com        
Tel: 01622 771540 Headteacher: Mrs V Ebdon

To whom it may concern, 
RE: CONSULTATION ON ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS TO St Francis Catholic Primary School for the year 2026-2027
St Francis Catholic Primary School is a school in Maidstone and is part of the Archdiocese of Southwark. We are required under the School Admissions Code to review our admissions policy annually and to consult on our arrangements in certain circumstances.
The code requires consultation in the following circumstances: 
1. When changes are proposed to admission arrangements, all admission authorities must consult on their admission arrangements (including any supplementary information form) that will apply for admission applications. 
2. Where the admission arrangements have not changed from the previous year there is no requirement to consult, subject to the requirement that admission authorities must consult on their admission arrangements at least once every 7 years, even if there have been no changes during that period. 

 The Governing Body of St Francis are consulting on proposed amendments to the admission arrangements for admissions to St Francis from September 2026. As determined by the School Admissions Code, we are required to consult on these arrangements, and are inviting comments on the proposed changes. 
Please find the full policy and admissions arrangements attached. If you wish to comment on the policy please email generalenquiries@stfranciscatholicprimary.com 
This consultation period is open from 25th November 2024 until 31st January 2025, any comments relating to the policy need to be submitted by 31st January 2025. Following the consultation period all submitted comments will be considered at a governors’ meeting and the final arrangements will be published on the school website after 28 February 2025.
Please see the changes below:
	Current admission arrangements
	Proposed admission arrangements

	Oversubscription Criteria
Where there are more applications for places than the number of places available, places
will be offered according to the following priority:

1. Baptised Catholic ‘looked after’ children.
2. Baptised Catholic children and those enrolled in the catechumenate.
3. Other ‘looked after’ children.
4. Children who are members of Eastern Christian Churches including Orthodox
Churches. Evidence of Baptism or reception from the authorities of that Church will
be required.
5. Children of families who are committed members of other Christian denominations.
Evidence of Baptism (or dedication) and of religious commitment provided by a
priest or minister where the family regularly worship, will be required.
6. Children of other faiths. Evidence of religious commitment provided by a priest,
minister or religious leader where the family regularly worship, will be required.
7. Any other children.

Where the offer of places to all the applicants in any of the other categories listed above
would lead to oversubscription, the following provisions will apply.

1. The attendance of a sibling at the school at the time of admission will increase the
priority of an application within each category.
2. For categories 2, 3, 4 above, the strength of evidence of commitment to the faith as
demonstrated by the level of the family’s Mass attendance on Sundays will increase
the priority of an application within each category. This evidence must be provided
by the parents or guardians and can be endorsed by a priest at the church(es) where
the family normally worship.
3. For categories 5 and 6 above, the strength of evidence of commitment to the faith
as demonstrated by the level of the family’s attendance at services will increase the
priority of an application within each category. This evidence must be provided by
the parents or guardians and can be endorsed by a priest or minister from the place
the family normally worships.
4. The governing body may increase the priority of an application within a category
where evidence is provided at the time of application of an exceptional social,
medical or pastoral need of the child which makes the school particularly suitable
for the child in question.
5. The distance from the child’s home to school gate.

NOTES (these notes form part of the oversubscription criteria)
Oversubscription Priority (1)
‘Children in Local Authority Care’ – a child under the age of 18 years for whom the local
authority provides accommodation by agreement with their parents/carers (Section 22 of the
Children Act 1989) or who is the subject of a care order under Part IV of the Act. This applies
equally to children who immediately after being looked after by the local authority became
subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. (As defined by Section 46 of
the Adoption and Children Act 2002 or Section 8 or 14A of the Children Act 1989)
For the purposes of this policy, it includes a ‘Child in Local Authority Care’ who is part of a
Catholic family where a priest’s reference demonstrates that the child would have been
baptised or received if it were not for their status as a ‘Child in Local Authority Care’ (e.g. a
‘‘Child in Local Authority Care’ in the process of adoption by a Catholic family).
Oversubscription Priority (2) ‘Catholic’ includes members of the Latin and Oriental Rite
Churches that are in union with the Bishop of Rome.
Provision (ii)
A sibling is defined ‘a brother or sister attending the school when the child starts. In this
context brother or sister means children who live as brother or sister in the same house,
including natural brothers and sisters, adopted siblings, stepbrothers or sisters and foster
brothers and sisters.
Provision (iii)
Medical, health, social and special access reasons will be applied in accordance with the
school’s legal obligations, in particular those under the Equality Act 2010. Priority will be
given to those children whose mental or physical impairment means they have demonstrable
and significant need to attend a particular school. Equally this priority will apply to children
whose parent’s/carers’, physical or mental health or social needs means that they have
demonstrable and significant need to attend a particular school. Such claims must be supported by written evidence from a suitably qualified medical or other practitioner who
can demonstrate a special connection between these needs and a particular school.
Provision (iv)
Nearness of children's homes to school - we use the distance between the child’s permanent
home address and the school, measured in a straight line using the National Land and
Property Gazetteer (NLPG) address point data. Distances are measured from a point defined
as within the child’s home to a point defined as within the school as specified by NLPG. The
same address point on the school site is used for everybody. The school uses measurements
provided by the local authority and further information on how distances are calculated is
available in the Admissions Booklet, provided by the local authority. Where the last
remaining place is to be allocated and two or more children are deemed to live at the same
distance from the school, the place will be decided by the drawing of lots.
A pupil’s home address is considered to be a residential property that is the child’s only or
main residence and not an address at which your child might sometimes stay or sleep due to
your own domestic or special arrangements. The address must be the pupil’s home address
on the day you completed your application form.
If you live separately from your partner but share responsibility for your child, and the child
lives at two different addresses during the week, we will regard the home address as the
place where the child’s lives for the majority of his or her time.
	Oversubscription Criteria
Where the number of applications exceeds 60 the Governors will offer places using the following criteria in the order stated below: - 

1. Looked after Catholic children and all previously looked after Catholic children who have been adopted or who have become the subject of a child arrangement order or special guardianship order. Catholic children who appear (to the admissions authority) to have been in state care outside of England and cease to be in state care outside of England as a result of being adopted.
2. Baptised Catholic children -  A Baptismal certificate or evidence of reception into the Catholic Church must be provided.
3. Looked after children and all previously looked after children who have been adopted or who have become the subject of a child arrangement order or special guardianship order. Children who appear (to the admissions authority) to have been in state care outside of England and cease to be in state care outside of England as a result of being adopted.
4. Children enrolled in the catechumenate - evidence of enrolment in the catechumenate will be required.
5. Children who are members of Eastern Orthodox Churches - evidence of Baptism will be required.
6. Children who are members of other faiths, Churches and denominations - evidence of Baptism/dedication or evidence of membership required.
7. Any other children 

The following order of priorities will be applied when applications within any of the above categories exceed the places available and it is necessary to decide between applications.
i. A brother or sister on the school roll at the time of admission. Evidence of the relationship may be required. The governors will, where logistically possible, admit twins and all siblings from multiple births where one of the children is the last child ranked within the school’s published admissions number. 
ii. 	Social, pastoral and medical needs which make the school particularly suitable for the child in question. Strong and relevant evidence must be provided, at the time of application, by an appropriate professional authority (e.g. qualified medical practitioner, education welfare officer, social worker or priest).
iii.	Proximity to the school of the child’s home address, the distance measured in a straight line from the school entrance by the local authority using a geographical computerised information system. Evidence of residence may be required. Where the last remaining place is to be allocated and two or more children are deemed to live at the same distance from the school the place will be decided by the drawing of lots.

Notes:
a. Catholics include members of the Ordinariate and the Latin and Oriental Rite Churches that   
      are in union with the Bishop of Rome.
b. A “brother or sister” means children who live as brother and sister including natural brothers or sisters, adopted siblings, stepbrothers or sisters and foster brothers or sisters. It would not include other relatives (eg cousins).
c. Home refers to the permanent home address at which the child lives for the majority of his/her time and with the parent who is in receipt of child benefit.
d.	A looked after child has the same meaning as in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989 that is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority or (b) being provided with accommodation by them in the exercise of their social services functions (e.g. children with foster parents) at the time of making application. A previously looked after child is a child who was looked after but ceased to be so because they were adopted or became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order.
e. 	A looked after child has the same meaning as in section 22 (1) of the Children Act 1989 that isa child who is (a) in the care of a local authority or (b) being provided with accommodation by them in the exercise of their social services functions (e.g. children with foster parents) at the time of making an application. A previously looked after child is a child who was looked after but ceased to be so because they were adopted or became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order. This will include children who appear (to the admission authority) to have been in state care outside of England as a result of being adopted.




image1.gif




